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	Life Imitating Art

Interview by Diane Eble

It was eerie, almost a case of life imitating art: Jake Thoene delivered his manuscript for a novel about domestic security one month before the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. In fact, Jake had to change some of the details in that book, Shaiton's Fire, to reflect what happened subsequently. In a CBN interview, the announcer declared that Shaiton's Fire “was so detailed and shocking, it makes you think he must have been in on high-level security briefings.”

Jake was not in on high-level security briefings, but he did do lots of research. Now his second book in the Chapter 16 series, Firefly Blue, is available. The Page Turner's Journal talked with Jake about what he learned through his research, what he thinks of our current state of homeland security, and what ordinary citizens can do about homeland security.

PTJ: How and when did you start to get interested in the kinds of things you write about in Shaiton's Fire and Firefly Blue?

Jake Thoene: My interest in the armed forces and law enforcement goes back to my childhood. After high school, I wanted to join the Marines, but my mother said if I did, she'd kill me. So I was persuaded to go to college instead, but my interest to learn and desire to serve never left me. 

In 1993 I became aware of the major problems in the former Soviet Union, with their unmonitored weapons of mass destruction, starving scientists, powerful mafias and terrorists' growing desire to destroy us. (I detailed this account in the Author's Note of Shaiton's Fire.) I realized then that it was only a matter of time, and so I began researching terrorism and our vulnerabilities here in America. By 1999, I had put the pieces together and I began writing.

PTJ: The events of September 11 did not really surprise you, did they? 

JT: No. From my research, I knew it was not a matter of if, but when. It's been eerie, though. Many of the things I dealt with in Firefly Blue, which I wrote a year ago, are being talked about now in the news--stolen sodium cyanide, the vulnerability of the Mexican-American border, electronic warfare (the military has recently declassified EW) and others. Syria is a major feature in the book, and now our government is taking a close look at what's happening over there. Almost daily when I look at the news, I say, I just wrote about that.

PTJ: Despite what the journalist said on CBN, you were not in on high-level security briefings. So how did you do your research? And was it difficult, or dangerous to you personally, in any way?

JT: It was not easy to find the material; it took a lot of deep digging. I talked to everyone I could--people in the military, law enforcement. Sometimes it was a matter of coming across one phrase--such as “high-powered microwave” or “electronic warfare”--and then I'd do a deeper search, uncovering things on the Internet and then, when I could, mentioning it in a conversation with my contacts. I at least knew enough to sound like I knew what I was talking about, and then they would reveal more. So it was a matter of persistent looking, a bit like when you drive by a fence at high speed. You catch enough glimpses of what's behind the fence that you're eventually able to construct a picture of what's going on behind the barriers.

PTJ: Did you ever feel that there was information that would be dangerous to include in your book?

JT: First of all, though my stuff is accurate and plausible, I haven't given away anything more than the typical dedicated Jihad warrior would find on his own, simply by persistent digging. And I'm not about to include anything that would give the corner store killer an easy idea, either. There are easy ways to do bad things; I didn't include that kind of stuff and I won't. However, everything I talk about in the books is based on solid research, ideas that are real and plausible. There's nothing made up about it.

PTJ: Are you more paranoid, or less, knowing what you know?

JT: Well, my eyes are definitely open. You could say that. Am I afraid? At first I was, though not anymore. One thing that has really helped me deal with
those concerns is getting myself involved. My research on Domestic Counter-Terrorism (DCT) included hand-to-hand combat, small arms training and law enforcement studies. I had a lot to offer and I figured I should put these skills to use in some helpful way, so I joined my local law enforcement agency training academy. I study and train about 25 hours a week. When I'm done, I'll be a volunteer peace officer, serving a few hours per month. It not only makes me aware of what's going on around me, but gives me a sense of empowerment. There's no better way to conquer a fear than by mastering it, and getting involved in law enforcement is one way I can do that.

It's also a way I can serve. Volunteer service is so badly needed right now. We have a greater need than ever before for extra security, yet state and federal budgets are in crisis. This is my way of contributing. I also have a great desire to promote volunteer law enforcement. If you go to my web site, www.jakethoene.com, you'll find a link there for Civil Homeland Security, and for Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS, www.policevolunteers.org), for those who are interested). It's a great way for people to make a significant contribution to homeland security, and it does help master any fear they may have.

PTJ: What do you hope readers will get out of your books?

JT: First of all, I hope they enjoy the intrigue, action and suspense of the story. I hope they will get an inside look at the threats and what's being done to counter them. There's a lot going on behind the scenes that can't necessarily be reported in the media. Those who work in the field of intelligence are constantly faced with a dilemma: Will it blow an operation by notifying the public, or would it be better to warn/inform people in order to maintain credibility? Should the public know what has been done, so that pubic support is maintained, or would the truth frighten people and thereby hurt the struggling economy? It's a fine line to walk.

CIA Director George Tenant, and FBI director Robert Mueller announced not long ago that since 9/11, more than 100 attacks, large and small, have been thwarted. People need to know this and I hope my books will offer an inside look, while inspiring patriotism and motivating people to serve the country in one way or another.

Most of all, I want people to realize that there's a real battle going on between good and evil, and it's a spiritual battle. It's not just a war against someone who would light a nuclear candle in our nation's capitol, but it's also the drunk driver, the man who's selling drugs to kids, all the forms that evil might take. It's a war we can and must all fight, on all levels in our own hearts, on our knees, and in our communities.
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	FROM THE EDITOR:


After the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, I learned that several Christian novelists had just written books dealing with various aspects of what suddenly had become only too real. The Most Important Little Boy in the World by Dean Briggs, published in May 2001, centered on a world-wide biological epidemic. Jake Thoene had just turned in his manuscript for his first book, Shaiton's Fire, just before the terrorist attacks. Bill Myers finished his book, The Face of God, on September 11--after two years of research and nine months of writing. Ted Dekker's Thunder of Heaven had just been completed at the time of the attacks.

Jake Thoene's second book in the Chapter 16 series, Firefly Blue, is now available. Both this book and Shaiton's Fire raise issues of domestic counter-terrorism--issues that are relevant to every citizen in a whole new way since the 9/11 attacks. Though they are fiction, Jake's books open our eyes to what may be going on behind the scenes every day in our own country.

One thing I appreciate about Jake Thoene is that he is a man of action. He's not content just write about counter-terrorism, effective as that may be in raising people's awareness. He himself has found concrete ways to make a difference. He tells us more in the interview about what he is doing, and what any one of us can do, to both conquer our fears of terrorism and make a real difference in our communities.

As Jake points out, the real battle is on a spiritual level. It's the age-old battle of good and evil, a battle we all fight ... and that, thankfully, was ultimately won 2000 years ago on a cross on a hill called Calvary.

- Diane Eble 

go to our message board 

LINKS:


Books and Culture

Christian Booksellers Association (CBA) fiction best-seller list 

The Christy Awards-the Best in Christian Fiction

Left Behind

New York Times book section

Publishers weekly religion section

RELEVANT magazine fiction reviews

The USA Today Book Section
QUOTES:

"Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of counsellors, and the most patient of teachers." 
--Charles W. Eliot (1834 - 1926), The Happy Life, 1896 

"Never judge a book by its movie." 
--J. W. Eagan 
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Shaiton's Fire
Firefly Blue

Shaiton's Fire, the first book in the techno-thriller series Chapter 16, propels you into the world of domestic counter-terrorism. The bombing of a subway train is only the beginning of a master plan that Steve Alstead--tactical operations specialist--and the rest of the team have to stop ... before it's too late.

Firefly Blue, the sequel to Shaiton's Fire, finds Steve Alstead and the FBI's countertorrism team called into action after a truck jacking that leads them to a large-scale terrorist plot and a race against the clock. 
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	What books have you read that have helped shape your worldview?

	



	




	


